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ABSTRACT 

This compilation o£ 11 courseware evaluations gives a 
general overview of available social studies microcomputer courseware 
for students in grades 3-X2. Each evaluation lists title, date, 
producer, date of evaluation, evaluating institution, cost, ability 
level, topic, medium of transfer, required hardware, required 
software, instructional purpose, instructional techniques, available 
documentation, instructional objectives, instructional prerequisites, 
content and structure, estimated student time requited, potential 
uses, major strengths, end major weaknesses. Evaluation criteria are 
suomarized in a grid showing evaluator ratings ranging from "strongly 
agree" to "strongly disagree." Most of the courseware is suitable for 
use with Apple II microcomputers. Courseware titles are "Cartels and 
Cutthroats'* (economics), "Demo-Graphics** (population studies), 
"Elementary, Volume 6 — Social Studies" (geography, history, 
economics), "Geography" (recognition of shapes of states), "Geography 
Explorer: USA" (U.S. geography and identification of states), "Map 
Reading" (map reading, compass, scale, notation) ''President Elect" 
(government, civics, elections), "Social Studies, 
social studies), "The Decision Shop" (economics), 
America Series" (history) , and "The Market Place" 
economics). (LH) 
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miwrolsiFT COURSEWARE EVALUATION 



Carteb and Cutthroats 

VERSION: l.l, copyright 1981 

PRODUCER: Strategic Simulations, Inc. 

465 Fairchfld Drive, Suite 108 
Mountain View, CA 94043 

EVALUATION COMPLETED: May 1983 by the 
staff and constituents of Lehigh University, 
Bethlehem, Pennsylvania. 

COST: $39.95 

ABILITY LEVEL: Grades 8 through 12 
SUBJECT: Social Studies/Social Science 
TOPIC: Economics 

MEDIUM OF TRANSFER: 5-1/4 in. disk 
REQUIRED HARDWARE: 48K Apple II, single 
disk drive, monitor, game paddles 
REQUIRED SOFTWARE: Applesoft, DOS 3.3 
INSTRUCTIONAL PURPOSE: Fnrichm«it 
INSTRUCTIONAL TECHNIQUES: Game, 
simulatitxi 

DOCUMENTATION AVAILABLE: In 
supplementary materials — program operatif^ 
instructions and student's instructions. 

INSTRUCTIONAL OBJECTIVES: (INFERRED) 
To develop the student's skills in business 
management. 

INSTRUCTIONAL PREREQUISFTES: 
(INFERRED; Knowledge of basic eccHwmie terms 
such Hs GNP, CPI, Prime Rate, etc. 



CONTENT AND STRUCTURE: This game is a 
simulation of the business world. Each player 
runs a manufacturing company that buys raw 
materials, produces finished goods and sells those 
finished goods in a competitive market. 

ESTIMATED STUDENT TIME REQUIRHD: Three 
hours per session (can be broken up), 3 or more 
times 

POTENTIAL USES: Program could be used in a 
hi^ school economics class or business 
administration course to reinforce concepts and 
allow students to internalize marketing and 
production strategies. Program is best used 
independently by small groups of students 
competing against each other. It is, however, 
vwy time-int«isive. 

MAJOR STRENGTHS: Very valuable program for 
teaching conc^ts and strategies in business 
economics. These concepts and strategies 
simulate those iiecessarj to run an actual 
buaness and are normally very hard to learn my 
other way. 

MAJOR WEAKNKSES: Program Is very long in 
playing time. Some familiarity with economies 
and buancK concepts is necessary. Program 
crashed several times in response to inappropriate 
input. It could use better error-trapping! 



EVALUATION SUMMARY 
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Content is free of »»creotyf»cs. 
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P»:lu^ achieim defined purpmc. 










Content presentation i> clear ami lofical. 
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Difficulty level is i^^m^iare to audience. 
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Graphicsysound/color are used ^ppropHateiv. 


\ I ml \ ■ ' Use of packagr is fic^vattoivU. 
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1 Learner controls race and sequence 



Immiction tmef^raics with prior karnir< 

L earning can be generalucd. 

Uiter Mippon materia lft re compr ehemtvg 
I User support mater»is arc cttcciive. 



Information dUpiavf are etfecnvc. 



U^n can operatejcastiv a nd indr pemieiulv _^ 

~^ ; 1 eachcn can employ pudkai^e eaulv^ 

; Computer capabilities 4rr u*eU appropri ateiv 
Program is reltahln tn ni;rmat um. 



Evaluators indicated that they would use or recommend use of this package with little or no change 



Northwest Regional E<kicatiotial Laboratory 

^00 S.W. Siath Avenw • Portland, Or^won V7Z04 



This etaliMiiion i< bu^ed dh the tfvuiuaiiom of three or more rexieu/m 
who ore rrprr«fniai e potanual usert of the <ouTU'%^'^rt fmckoHe. 

PermMion to repfodM€ ihi% document u herefc* tfraftled. 
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Demographics 

VERSK)N: ® 1981 

PRUDUCERt Conduit 

P.O. Box 383 

Iowa City, Iowa 92244 

EVALUATION COMPLETEDi June 1982 by the 
statr and constituents of Unn-Baiton ESD, Oregon. 

COST: $85.00 (additional user manuals, $3.50) 

ABILITY LEVEL: Grade 8 and above 
SUBJECTi Social studies: population 

rtudUes, demograiMes 
MEDIUM OF TRANSFERS 5 1/4" flexible disk 
REQUIRED HARDWARSi 48K Ap^e R or Apple 

U Plus with single disk <frive 
REQUIRED SOFTWARES DOS 3.2.1 or 3.3 
OfSTRUCnONAL PURPOSE: Standard ins true don 
INSTRUCTIONAL TBCHiaQUESi Tutorial, 

Mmidation 

DOCUMENTATION AVAILABLE: Compute 
program includes sample program output, program 
operating imtmetians and student inshuetians. 
Suppleniaitsy materials include the instructional 
otjeetives, sample program output, ^ogram 
operating instructions, teacher^ inf«mation and 

WSTRUCtlONAL OBJBCTIVESs OStateiO To 
demmtrate the differential impost of f^Oity and 
mOTteUty on age struetwe; to demonstrate the 
eoneept of constant, stai^ and stationary 
pQpulia«^ to iUustnite Ef • table relations; to 
compare age standardized birth and death rates for 
a mimber of countries to demmtrate the effect of 



changing age distribution on dep«idency ratios; to 
d e nwn str a te how to construct varioia fertility and 
mortality rates. 

INSTRUCTIONAL PtiEREQUISfTES: NonesUted. 
Materials are deigned to introduce the concepts 
being treated. 

CONTENT AND STRUCTURE: This package 
consists of a di^ and a user^ manuaL The disk 
contains five programwt &itro<hKtian Progn.m, Age 
Pyramids, PotSilatifli. vs. Time Plots, General 
Program and Country Edging Program. Generally 
students use the first fov programs and the tea^ier 
can use the fifth to enter data on new countries. 
The introduction program tntr o < to o e s the two types 
of graphs enootmtered in thfs other programs, 
ex^ains laldes on graphs and defines terms. It is 
reeommemted that usen go through this program 
first. In the remaining pragran», a number of 
options are avaflable which allow usera to examine 
the effects of changing various population 
idHuraeteristics. 

ESTIMATED STUDENT TIME RSQUIREDt Thirty 
minutes j^r day for ona wedt. 

POTENTIAL USnSSs Th9 program m^ be med to 
introduce population issues in fuU dass, small group 
or individual aituitions. 

MAiK>R 8TR1£NU1*HS: The ^ogram allows the met 
to imm«ttate]^ see results of dwiging population 
related variables. 

SIAJOR WEAKNE^ES: Usera may change variables 
only in series, and iK>t simultaneoiu^. 
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SvaluBtofs indimte they would vm or reeommoid tin of this package with little or no ehai^e* 
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Elementary, Volume 6 — Social Studies 

VERSION: 1.2 

PRODUCER: mCC 

2520 Broadway Drive 
Lauderdale, MN 53113 

EVALUATION COMPLETED: June 1983 by the 
staff and constituents of Linn-Benton County 
ESD, Albany, Oregon. 

COST: $41.00 

ABILITY LEVEL: Grades 3 throi^h 8 
SUBJECT: Social Studies 
TOPiC: Geography^ History, Economics 
MEDIUM OF TRANSFER: 5-1/4 in. disk 
REQUIRED HARDWARE: 32K, Apple n, single 
di;^ (frive, monitor 

REQUIRED SOFTWARE: AE^lesoft, DOS 3.3 
INSTRUCTIONAL PURPOSE: Standard instruction 
INST UCTIONAL TECHNIQUES: SimulaUcn, 
problem solving 

DOCUMENTATION AVAILABLE: fil 
suK>lementary materials — si^gested 
grade/ability leveUs;, instructional objectives, 
prerequisite skills or activiti^ sample program 
output, program operating instructions. 

INSTRUCTIONAL OBJECTIVES: (STATED) 
History knowledge and understanding, ecom>iiics, 
problem solving 

INSTRUCTIONAL PREREQUISFTES: 
(INFERRED) Whole numbers and decimals 
(money) (+, x, /) 



EVALUATION SUMMARY 
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Comenf U Accurate. 












Cometil bat tdm arioml value. 












Comcnt to free of MenecHvpc9« 












Purpose of |»ck^ to well de6md. 












Pack^ admvcs defined purpose* 
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Comem preten cation as dw mmI lopcal. 
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Diffkolty level to appropriate to mtd^nct. 
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Cr^M^icateundfcolor are taed apfm^iriateiY. 
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Use ^ packiv^ to motiraAmU. 
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&ade»f crcad«^itY to eifectlvelv Mitmilatcd. 
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Feedback to irflectivelv enn^vcd. 



CONTENT AND STRUCTURE: The package 
contaitK 5 pn^rams: FURS simulate a fur 
trader eiqpedition; uso" must decide what furs to 
trade and where to trade. In NOMAD the user is 
given a city map ana must try to drive to a given 
intersection. OREGON is an Oregon trail 
simulation. SUMERIA s a "Hamurabi"* type 
simulation involvii^ buying, sellii^ and planting. 
VOYAGEUR s a simulation of a fur trader trip. 

ESTIMATED STUDENT TIME REQUIRED: 15 
minutes per program (minimum) for each of five 
on diskette, although 30 minutes for each 
program w<Hild allow for group discussion and 
follow-up on lessoi sheets. 

POTENTIAL USES: Indivi<&ial or small group 
setting with at least 30 minutes of iminterrupted 
time. This set of programs seems most 
appropriate for the upper elementary or middle 
sdiool level, but could work well with some high 
school groM>s. Each program needs the support of 
the printed study guide sheets in the 
documentatlOT. 

MAJOR STRENGTHS: FURS has Umited but 
realistic student choices. The background 
informatioi and map in the docum«itation are 
good. NOMAD involves coordination of the speed 
and direction variables. OREGON incorporates 
effective graphics. Several choices are available 
and the simulation is reasonable with realistic 
consequences. SUMERIA requires students to 
hold several variables in considerati«i and offers 

Ccmtinued m back 
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Learner controto rate and sequence. J 
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Imowtion imegrati^ with prim feamtng. | 
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Laming can be feMraltocd. 
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User fi^^pon maicr^ls are compretusmive. | 
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User ^pport maiertoU arc effective. 
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Information displays are effective. 
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Users can operate easilv and indepeitdentt y. 
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Teachers can empk»v packafc e«# 
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Computer capabiiittes arc used approprtateiv j 
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Program is reliable in normal use. j 



Evaluators ir^licated that ttey would use or recommeiKl use of this package with little or no change. 



B Northwest Rei^onai Educational Ldl>oratpry Thu ift^Maiton is based on tJiitf f t«altiaiionj of thrte or more remewm 

S-W. Simt - Avenue • Portlami Dr^m 97204 who arc representaxi^e of potenti^ usert »/ the lOtorsrsi^rr fHickiigv. 

^ii^H^itii 24»-6«)0 fir Permission to re^itiditce this document u Herebv granted. 
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microlSIFT COURSEWARE EVALUATION 



Geography 



VERSKDN; 1.2 

PRODUCER: MECC PubUcations 
2520 l^oadway I>ive 
Uuderdale, MN S5113 

EVALUATION COMPLETED: April, 1983 by the staff 
and cOTstituents of LinirB«nt(»i ESU, Albany, Orcgor.; 
and the staff of Northwest Regional Educational 
LabcHratory, Pwtland, Oregon. 

COST: $37.00 

ABILITY LEVEL: Grades 4 through 10 
SUBJECT: Geofraf^y 

MEDIUM OF TRANSFER: 5-1/4 in. flexible disk 
REQUIRED HARDWARE: Atari 400 or 800, one Atari 
810 disk drive, monitOT 

REQUIRED SOFTWARE: Atari BASIC cartridge 
INSTRUCTIONAL PURPOSE: Standard instnietton 
INSTRUCTIONAL TECHNIQUE DrJl and practice 

DOCUMENTATION AVAILABLE: In program — 
program operatii^ instrwtiwvs and stixtent^ 
instn^ti(»y». In stg>plementarv materials ~ suggested 
grade/ability leveKs), instructional objectives, sample 
{Mt^^m output, program operatii^ instruction, 
teacher's infm^mation, resource/nsferemie informatitm, 
student's instructions, stiKimit wt^ksheets, and 
follo«r-up activities. 

INSTRUCTIONAL OBJECTIVES: (STATED) To 
recf^ize the charactenstie stiape of stat^ counties 
and COTtinents. To identify a state as part of a 
geographic region, and countries as part of cwtinents. 
To identify the capital of each of the United States. 
To be able to spell the iwmes a'' ttw states, c^itals, 
countries and ccmtinents. 



INSTRUCTIONAL PREREQUSITES: (INFERRED) 
Some prior instructions on the t^jective stated above. 

CONTENT AND STTIUCTURE: Geography contains 
four drill and practice ix^ams (States, Capitals, 
Continents, and Countries) a{^o(K'iate tt» use with 
students who are leamii^ the names ami locations of 
cities, sutes, c<»intria^ and ctmtinents. The pr(»rains 
allow students to select th:: geographical area and the 
number <^ problems. The problems are selected 
ranctomly by tiie program within the selected area. 

POTENTIAL US^ Thb packi^ is most af^i^late 
for use with individual students or with small groups of 
students in a geogr^hy class. 

MAJOR STRENGTHS: The graphics displays of sUtes, 
regpioi^ countries, and eoitin^its are very good. The 
package prwU!'^ t&r the uso* to: select the leveL 
review the instructions upon request, have more than 
one chance to answer, receive hints wiien needed, and 
to see their level of adiievem^it wtmi finbhed. 

MAJOR WEAKNESSES: The graphics diH>lay of the 
Northeastern states is a bit small making it hard to 
discern the imUviduU states. The package is not 
totally self-documenting in that sti«tents are not told 
how to exit the program or that it is necessary to enter 
the complete name (abbreviations are rejected). 
Genially, the package is not a high motivator for 
stu^nts. 
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Fffc^feack b effectively emptoved. 
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EvaluatOTS Indicated that they would use or recommend use of this program with little or no chaise. 



Nonhwesc Regi4mal Educational Laboraiory 
3(H?S.W. Six* A^fim^ ♦ Portlami, Orqpw 972<H 



TTia ^♦saliKMion is based on the ewUtasiom of ffcree or morr reviewm 
who are repmenmivt of fiment%al users of the courseware package, 

Permi$$H>n to reproduce this document u hereby granted. 



mlcrolSlFT COURSEWARE EVALUATION 



Geography Explorer: USA 

PRODUCER: Iretant Software 
Educatioml Marketing 
Peterborough, NH Q34S8 

LOCAL DISTRIBUTORS: Contact producer for list 

EVA LUATaJN COMPLETED: January 1982, by staff 
members of the West Lafayette ScJk>o1 COTpwaticm, 
West Lafayette, Imlima, with the $u(^>ort of Indicia 
Title IVc, 

VERSION: TRS-80 

COST: $49.9S 

ABILITY LEVEL: Grades +-11 

SUBJECT^ Social Studies: UJS, geograjriq^, state 

kientification 
MEDIUM OF TRANSFER: 5« DexiWe disk 
REQUIRED HARDWARE: 32K TRS-80, one dfsk cHve, 

monitor, light (optional) 
REQUIRED SOFTWARE: TRSDOS or NEWDOS 
mSTRUCnONAL PURPOSE: Standard instruction 
INSTRUCTIONAL TECHNIQUES: DriU and practice, 

&ifc»*mation retrieval 
DOCUMENTATION AVAILABLE: In Computer Program ; 
program operatinf Instructions, sttiKlenf s 
instructi(»tt. In Supplementary Materials: sample 
program output, program <^>CTatii^ instructi(»«&, 
teacher's informaticm, resource /reference 
information, student worksheets, ckita, progress 
reports 

INSTRUCTIONAL OBJECTIVES: The student wQl be able 
to identify states within regions of the U^., ani to 
associate state name with abbreviati<m, capital, lergest 
city, nickname* population, flower and bird. 

INSTRUCnONAL PREREQUISITES: The student should 
know some information about the regims of the U.S^ 
cities and states, and pc^lation. 



CONTENT AND STRUCTURE: The package consists of 
cme diskette in a 3*rii^ binder, a teacher/(went guide, 
sample lessen plans and a lemmi plan blank. Data stmets 
of informatim contabied on the dtekette and bli»k nrnps 
of the U,S. are available tw teachers to copy and 
distritKite. The computer presents a menu of three 
pn^ram sets: (1) state name, al^reviati<m, capital, 
lar^t city and nidcr»mef (2) state area, area rank, 
potation, population rai^ <toudty, dei^ty rank, % 
urban, % trban rank; (3) state flower, bird, tree, sai^ and 
motto. Ea^ set pi^ents a m<m of its parts. The 
student is giwn a choice of answer Ir^ by multiple d)oice, 
by given fact, or by typed-in response. The tMCher can 
overricte the menu choices and the ways of rwpondl!^. 

ESTIMATED STUDENT TIME REQUIRED: Not avaaable 

POTENTIAL USES: l^is j^ekage een be used as a review 
in an elemCTtary ge(^ra{rfiy clausa. It can be used for (friU 
cm state names, id4>reviati<m8, relatiw location and state 
facts. Other t^es eonAd be enH<^ent » review tot small 
grotq^ P^liaps some of the statistical ranking parts 
could be used in the midcQe grades. 

MAJOR STRENGTHS: The Geagregty Explore has a 
''teacher^ modte wtiidi allows the tracher to choose the 
content and how tim content to be {»-esmted. This 
mode p<»*mits directed leamii^. Easy entry and friendly 
computer responses tmlp the elementary stiKtoit. A 
variety of graj^ie rewards provide immediate podtive 
i^infwcement. Studmt sctMres can be displayed. 

MAJOR W£AKNE^E& Recommended audience age is 
too young for much of the program extent. Elementary 
studmits have troiAaie with most of the content of Set II: 
stated vast, population, dem^ty and percent urban. The 
graphics are not always clear, makii^ it hard to defim 
the shapes of states. Larg^t city (Set I, Part 4) cmly lists 
cme city of t\^ state. Hie oth^ tmo choices are outside 
the state. Thus, a studmt <mly mecte to relate the city to 
t^NS state to arme* th*> largest city pn^lem. 



EVALUATION SUMMARY 
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U»e of package b motivational. 
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Itmtruction tntegraies with prior learning. 




a 








Learning can be ^neratued. 


• 










Uter support materials are comprehensive. 




a 








User support materiab are effective. 






a 






Information dispiai^ are effective. 




a 








U»er> can operate easily and independently. 


m 










Teachers can employ packaj^ easily. 




a 








Computer capabilities are ufted appropriately. 




a 








program is reliable in normal use. 



Evalimlors indicate they wmild tro or r^ommcnd Mse 3f this package with little w no change. 




Nonhweu Regional Educacionsl Laboratory 

300 S. W, S^JKth Aimue • Portlafd, Oregon 97204 

(503) 248-6600 



Tku et^ltfJlioR is hm»td on the rs«iuotton5 of thrte or more rrijewrrs 
ii^ho are represcfiiative of poienl ol users of the ctnitsew^re ^ckogr. 
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micnnsiFT COURSEWARE EVALUATION 



Map Reading 

VERSION: 1980 

PRODUCER: Micro Power and Light Company 
12820 H merest Road 
Suite 244 
DaUas,TX 75220 

EVALUATION COMPLETED: June 1983 by the 
staff and constituents ol Linn-B«Jton ESD, Albany, 
Oregon. 

COST: $19.95 

ABILITY LEVEL; Grades 4 through 7 
SUBJECT: Social Studies, Science 
TOPIC; Geography, Ptiy^eal-Science 
MEDIUM OF TRANSFER: 5-1/4 in. diri« 
REQUIRED HARDWARE: 32K Apple U*, disk 
drive, monitor 

REQUIRED SOFTWARE: Applesoft, DOS 3.2 or 3.3 
INSTRUCTIONAL PURPOSE: Standard instruction 
INSTRUCTIONAL TECHNIQUES: r^rttl and 
practice, tutorial 

DOCUMENTATION AVAILABLE: In program - 
sample program output. In supplementary materials 
— suggested grade/ability leveUs), instructional 
objectives, prerequisite skills or activities, program 
operatii^ instructions, post-test, teacher's 
informatim. 

INSTRUCTIONAL OBJECTIVES: (INFERRED) 
Master map reading; have fim in m^ readim;; 
become familiar with tl^ compass; learn concept of 
scale; learn distance and direction notation. 

INSTRUCTIONAL PREREQUISITES: (STATED) 
Desire to master map reading. In'.cmded for fourth 



EVALUATION SUMMARY 



SA A 0 SD 
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Content » acosiwc* 






Coiuent has educational val^. 


. — . — . — t — * 

I 


• 


Cofificm is free of scercofvpc*. 






PurpoiC of i^L^ ift well deflned. 






Package achkvct defined purpose. 






Concm prei^Mion » dour Md logical. 












♦ 




Gru^hkaiwoaodfcfAw are used apptopHatelv. 






Uie of package is mMivatioiial. 








Studeiu cn^iiviry U effectlvdv simulated. 




1 




Fcc<&ack ii effectiveiv emptovcd. 







graders and older. Ability to multiply single digit 
whole numbers. 

CONTENT AND STRUCTURE: Package contains 
<me d^ with minimal writtoi information. It lacks 
record keeping and repor tii^ functiois. Structure 
is demonstration followed by drill aiKi practice. 

ESTIMATED STUDENT TIME REQUIRED: 10 to 25 
miraites at various tunes during the week. 

POTENTIAL USK: This package could be used in 
introducing map '•eading skills for grades 4-6. It 
may also be used for reinforcement of these skills, 
and fa* individual or amall groups of no more than 
three. 

MAJOR STRENGTHS: Prog^ram initiates positive 
attitude in students by settii^ the sta^ with "fun" 
learning activiti^ Since there is no time limit, it 
allows f «r imiividual differences. The directicms 
are cleeur. 11« use of compass is commendable. 

MAJOR WEAKNEI^ES: It is inconsistent in 
directions. It tells you to use the "return key" and 
other times, the "space bar" to move on. The first 
stage should not accept (j^al ai^wers in the con-oass 
program. No accurate instructions are given to 
enter the scale of the pn^ram. Due to dstracticHis 
tt% student could %sily miss counting the dots. It 
mi^t be better to put c^l^ so the student could 
count them easier. More difficult problems rould 
be used. 



SA A O SD NA 
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1 Learner comrolt rate ami ^iiuence. 








' — 1 


1 Inftinicnon inteicraces wirh prior learning. 










! Learning can be ^nemhxed. 

^ -Z . ' — — ♦ 










1 User stt^pon maieriaU are con^rehcmivc. 








— 1 


1 User support tnaceHaU are erfecisve. 










1 Intonation diftpiav« are effecttve. \ 










\ V^r% can «»p^raie eaftilv ami independently. . 


1 








\ Te^heni can emplov package ra^lv 








^ r. 


, — ^ , , — ^ ^ — • — — 

[ Computer capabiltties are used jppropriaceiv 




- — ^ 


j Program » reliable in normal use. ' 



Evaluators indicated that they would use or recommend use of this package with little or no change. 
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f$03) 24**8O0 O Pprmusion w reproduce this document « hereby gn^nted. 
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microlSIFT COURSEWARE EVALUATION 



President Elect 

VERSION: 1981 
PRODUCER: 



Strategic Simulations, Inc. 
465 FairchUd Drive, Suite 108 
Mountain View, CA 94043 



EVALUATION COMPLETED: May 1983 by the 
staff and constituents of the Connecticut 
Department of Education, Hartford, Connecticut. 

COST: $39.95 

ABILITY LEVEL: Grades 5 t^wou^ 10 
SUBJECT: History, Social Studies 
TOPIC: Government, Civics, Elections 
MEDIUM OF TRANSFER: 5-1/4 in. disk 
REQUIRED HARDWARE: 48K Apple H, ^ngle 
disk d'ive, monitor 

REQUIRED SOFTWARE: Applesoft, DOS 3.3 
INSTRUCTIONAL PURPOSE: Enrichment 
INSTRUCTIONAL TECHNIQUES: Game, 
Simula ti(m 

DOCUMENTATION AVAILABLE: In 
supplementary materials — program operating 
ins^uctions, stud>ints* instructions, a 



and student 



workstieets 



INSTRUCTIONAL OBJECTIVES: (INFERRED) 
To understand the factors that affect the 
presidential electi(m. 

INSTRUCTIONAL PREREQUISITES: 
(INFERRED) An understandii^ of the 
presidential election process. 



CONTENT AND STRUCTURE: This program 
simulates the 9-week presidential cmmpaigns 
from 1960 to 1984 using either actual historical 
(teta Of potential candidates allows user to 
create his own candidate. 

ESTIMATED STUDENT TIME REQUIRED: A 
minimum of 2-1/2 to 3 weeks of class time would 
be needed. Ths may present a limitation as 
many (nirricula, even in go /em ment /civics 
classes, would not allow ths mudi time to be 
spent on the subject of presidential elections. At 
l^st one week of preparaticm s v*^- ded in order 
for students to learn «ioi^h about the process 
from the manual and other resources. One round 
of play lasts about 30 minutes—it would take 
about four hcmrs or five class days to complete 
the g^me. D^riefii^, analyses and evaluation of 
performance would take another three to five days. 

POTENTIAL USES: President Elect is a must 
game to play during a pre^dential election y w, 
though its potential extends well beyond that 
limited use. It can be played by individuals and 
small groups, both in class or in a resource room 
during class time or after schooL Elective 
courses in cor temporary issues, law, and political 
science w(Hild be appropriate places for u^i^ this 
simulation. 

MAJOR STRENGTHS: The s^>plementary 
information book is excellent. Flexibility of the 
historical and ahistorical modes is a plus. The 
package is creative in that present and near 
fut!ire elections e&n be played as well as past 

Continued an back 



EVALUATION SUMMARY 
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ComcDt 1» accurate. 


• 


! 1 




Content hm cdkn»£ional value. 






Content is free <rf ittreocyivea. 






Purpofe «rf paciuite is well cfefined. 


•1 1 ! 1 




Packase achlens defimd purpose. 








Concent preientatkm h clear and lo^cal. 








CMfflcutey ^mwml \b apfm^Niatc to audience. 










Gr^^kaUm9umdkiob» arc iwed apfMno|Ntatelv. 


• 








U«e of packi^ li motiTatlonal. 




A- 






Stwiem crcativitv i» ^Ffectiveiy MlmulatedL 










Feedback is effectively emplo*'ed. 





a 








Learner controls rate and ^eciuencc. 












Instruction integrates «vifh prior Icarmng. 




a 








Learning ran be generalised. 


a 










User support maienals «re •.omprehcnstvc. ' 


a 








i i 


■ . — — .— . — — — ■ — — — — — ' ' — ■' " ' ■ ■■ — ^ 
User mppoH materiais ar? cffecnvc. 




a 


a 






intormation displayt are effective. | 




a 








Users can operate easiiv and tmiepei^entlv. | 




m 







! TcMtHEm can emptov packaipr easiiv ] 




a 








Cotnputer cai^iitcies are used appropnately. ] 


1 . 


a 








Program is reliable in nor. at use. j 



Evaluators indicated that ti>ey would use or recommeiKl use of this package with little or no charge. 



O flnn Northwm Regional Educational Laboratory 
ERJC liiWi 100 S,W. saaih Asenue • Ponl«i4 Oregon 97204 
fflBMa (503) 



This etfuiuatton is hosed on the i^v^ktuaaons of thret or more rrs^ieu^fn 
who are represmiaiite of potrmml taers of the coururware package. 

Pwrmmion to reproduce thu document is hereby grunltd. 
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microlsiFT COURSEWARE EVALUATION 



President Electt ctmtimied 

electiois. Tt« package provictes a vehicle toe 
res^rchii^ the political potential, character and 
positions of the candidates. 

MAJOR WEAKNESSES: The game is lorg. Black 
and white graphics could be improved. It is hard 
to detect the state by state changes after a 
player moves as only percentages are givoi (the 
names of the states should be printed on the map 
for easy recognition). 

OTHER COMMENTS: Print out capabiUty would 
improve the game. Students could take home 
mif>8 and information as homework, so that 
strategies could be thought out more carefully 
before their turn at the computer the next day in 
school. A 1984 update (historical tr^k) made 
available to original purchasers would appreciably 
add to the garnet attractiveness. 



Sonkwtat Regional E«Utai(ion»l U*or»iorv 

300 SW. Six tit Avcwic • Portknd, Oregon 9720* 
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microlSIFT COURSEWARE EVALUATION 



Social Studfes, Vdume 2 

VERSION: 4.2 

PRODUCERj MECC 

2520 Broadway Drive 
Lauderdale, MN 55113 

EVALUATION COMPLETED: Ji^ne 1983 by the staff 
and constituents of Linn-Ber.ttm ESD, Albmiy, Or^«i. 

COST: $4l.ao 

ABILITY LEV^L: Grades 4 ttirough 12 
SUBJECT: Soci^ Studies 
MEDIUM OF TRANSFER: 5-1/4 in. disk 
REQUIRED HARt^WARE: 32K Apple II, allele disk 
drive, monitor \ 

REQUIRED SOFTWARE: Applesoft, DOS 3.3 
INSTRUCTIONAL PURPOSE: RemediaUon, standard 
instruction, oirichment, assessmoit 
INSTRUCTK)NAL TECHNIQUESt DriU and practice, 
tutorial, instructional management, inforroaticn 
retrieval, game, sim^Ution, pn^em solvir^ 

DOCUMENTATION AVAILABLEs to giTOlementary 
materials — si^gcsted grade/ability level(s>, 
instnustional <^Jectiv^, {Mrorequisite skills cr 
activities, sample program output, program operating 
irastrjMtions, teacher^ information, rnsmirae/referenee 
information, student's' instructions, student's 
worksheets, textbook ^w^lation. 

INSTRUCTIONAL OBJECTIVES: (INFERRED) Develop 
students ability to make decisions; familiarise studatt 
with content area such as nations, continents and 
states; devel(H> student ability to recall and synthesiie 
infM'maticm; and develop an awareness of the pr(H>lems 
that ercisted in early U.S. htetory. 



INSTRUCTIONAL PREREQUISITES: (INFERRED) 
Should have the ability to read at 10-12 grade level. 
Students should be thoroi^ly familiar with operation 
of microcomputer. 

CONTENT AND STRUCTURE: Seven programs are 
included: BARGAIN involves collective bargaining in 
tMisine^/labor relations. COUNTRY involves countries 
and (»pitBls. CRISES involves mov^ amj counto'moves 
in international conflicts. FAIL SAFE involves 
deeisdon makii^ with the Prudent and aovisore. 
MINING involve information retrieval u^ng Miraie^rota 
agricultural data. STATES deals with capitals and 
stape recognition. 

ESTIMATED STUDENT TIME REQUIRED: 30 miraites 
per se^mt 

POTENTIAL US^: Can be us&l from grad^ 5 tfnxKigh 
12 with MJonomics, political science, geograpt^, and 
American/wcHrld history classy CcHild also used 
with adults. 

MAJOR STRENGTHS! lYie directions are eleftrly 
stated. It htips the student to make use of thinidng 
^dlb as li^e, memory, and synthesis. Provides 
immediate re^om and r^nfort^ment. "Fall Safe" is 
partiadariy good In deolsi«t making. Provides enough 
res|>c»B«s to elimirate guessing. 

MAJOR WEAKNESSES: Graphics were difficult lo 
read. Col<»> could be bett^*. The l^gth of display 
tim^ tends to lose the stisient*s interest. 
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Cotnetit it accmkc. 










CoiifcM hn educatiofftti vab». 
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Contmt if fm of §«creot>pe». 










Puiipotc (rf i^kAfe U well dcAned. 
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Pack^ achlci^ itefimd purpose. 
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Cfrntcnt prcsmiti^km it clear ami logicai 
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Dllflciitcv bvei b appropnafc fo m^cncc. 
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U»c of iwluigr it mofivasUMial. 
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SciMknt crcatfvitv U cftt .tivciv aifmt lated« 
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FrttfiMMik U effccti'/eiv employed. 





m 






1 l^mer controU rate and sequence. 




m 






j Ifutrwiion ffile^ie^ with prior leamtng. 




m 








Learning cm be generalized, ^ 




m 








Uier Hat^K»n materials are numprehenaive. 
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User Mipport omeriaii are effective. 
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— 






Information displavn are effective. 




• 








Users cm operate eatilv and iralependenflv. 


• 








' TeKiv.n CAD eoipiov t»ckaxc catilv ! 




• 




1 Ciiminiter c»p»btltftr4 are uml apprnpriatelv 




• i 


1 1 Prognun i* reliable m nomui u»c. ^ 



Evaluators indicated that they would use or recommend use of this package with little or no change. 
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mkri^lFT COURSEWARE EVALUATION 



Elementary Social Studies n, continued 

several lesson posabilities. VOYAGEUR is the 
best of the five Emulations for strat^. 

MAJOR WEAKNESSES: FURS has Umited screen 
instructions. The price differences for various 
pelts need clau- definition. In NOMAD the screen 
should show R, L, U, F command abbreviations. 
OREGON causes misdc overload! This could be a 
distraction in groups involved in mixed tasks. 
SUMERIA is repetitive. The stud^ts may "try" 
to starve the p^nilation to add excitement. 
VOYAGEUR a]»> \ms distracting mu^c (ses 
OREGON) which could be a drawbadc with mixed 
task classes. It also needs more complete 
geogn^a{^ic informaticm. 

OTHER COMMENTS; The best feature of the 
FURS program is \baX the students are not 
allowed to cheat <n pelt distribution. The 
documentation is necessary in order to und^tand 
the maps in NOMAD. The probability statements 
in the documenUticn for OREGON ere he^ful in 
understandii^ the program structure. The 
documentation for SUMERIA is the most l«]c»ful. 
The VOYAGEUR program allows f« outside 
research (study guides). 



Nimliw«.t R.giim.1 Ed»cMtoi»l Uborrtorr TkU eimhmion U om tht ««li«iio«f of ifcrrr or 
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SIFT COURSEWARE EVALUATION 



The Deciskm %op 



PRODUCER: The Children's Museum 

of Indianapolis 
Indianapolis, Indiaim 

Contact: Dr. Marianne Talafuse 

Center for Economic Education 
146 WB, 3an State University 
Muncie, Indiana 47306 

EVALUATION COMPLETED; June 1983 by the 
staff and constituents of linn-Bentcm ESD, 
Albany, Oregon. 

COST: Unknown 

ABILITY LEVEL: Grades 4 tlutn^ 8 
SUBJECT: Social Studies 
TOPIC: Economics 

MEDIUM OF TRANSFER: 5-1/4 in. disk 
RSqUlRfiD HARDWARE: Apple n, disk drive, 
.nonitOT 

Rr:.;iUlRED SOFTWARE: Applesoft, DOS 3.3 
INSTRUCTIONAL PURPOSE: Remediation, 
standard ins^ction, enridimait 
INSTRUCTIONAL TECHNIQUES: Drill and 
practice, tutorial, simulation, problem solving 

DOCUMENTATION AVAILABLE: In program — 
student's instructions. 

INSTRUCTIONAL PREREQUISTTBS: Whole 
number operations (addition, subtraction, 
multiplication, division). Upper elementary 
reading ability. 



CONTENT AND STRUCTURE: One disk with 
three simulation programs: KINGDOM is similar 
to "Hamurabi" in that the object is to buy and sell 
land, plant wheat and feed people. STAR 
TRADER involves balancing food, air, fuel and 
water for a space colony. SELL ROBOTS is 
amilar to "Sell Apple" from MECC. The user 
detwmines optimum selling price through trial 
and error followed by a tutorial review. 

ESTIMATED STUDENT TIME REQUIRED: 20 to 
30 minutes 



POTENTIAL USES: 
entire classrooms 



Individuals, small groups, or 



MAJOR STRENGTHS: This package is fun and 
challeiging. It allows the students to see results 
of decision making ami how cne variable affects 
another. 

MAJOR WEAKNESS^: There are no user 
support mat^ials. Too much time is lost on 
graphics. Tlw Icorge graphic "words" are hard to 
read from the operator position. All directions 
have to be gone through each time (students 
wcmld want to get right to the program after 
going throi^ it once or twice). There is no way 
of pausing durii^ the program most of the time. 
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EVALUATION SUMMAtlY 



SA 


A D SDNA 




SA A D SDNA 










Content ki acctinite. 
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Learner controls rate and sequence. j 
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Comrat h» ^kicadonai value. 
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Inatniction intcipvtcs with pnor leaminn. j 










Ctmtent » free <rf itercocvpts- 
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Learning can be generalued. 










Pitfpose of pmMib a weil defined. 
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User fU|HX9rt materiaU are comprehensive. 










Package achiem defined pufpose. 
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User Mif^xm matcriaH air effective. 












Coniou iwticntation b cleftr md togical. 
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Information dtoplavf are effective. 












Difficsilcv level b «ppf<H»*iue to amlleiM:e. 
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Ufters can operate easiiv and independently. 












GnifrfMks/toufid/coior are used appropiiatelv. 
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Teiuchers can employ packan^ easily. 








Uie of packi^ b tmnivactonal. 
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Computer capabilsttes arc ui#ed appropriatelv. j 








Stocfefit croitivirv to effecdvelv stinmbitcd. 




m 








Profram to reliable in normal use. j 
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Fordbwk to effectively employed. j 





Evaluators indicated that they would use or recommend use of this package with little or no charge. 
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micmlSIFT COURSEWARE EVALUATION 



The Ex|:*:>ring of America Series 

VERSION: 1981 

PHODUCEK: Aquariifi Publishers, Inc. 
F.O- Box 128 

Indian Rocks Beach, t L 33535 

EVALUATION COMPLETED: June 1983 by the 
staff and .constituents of Linn-Bent<Hi ESU, Alt^y, 
Oregon, 

COST: $169,00 

ABILITY LEVEL: Grades 7 throi«h 10 
SUBJECT: Social Studies 
TOlUC: History 

MKUIUIVI OF TRANSFER: 5-1/4 in. disk 
REQUIRED HARDWARE: Apple H, TRS-80 
REQUIRED SOFTWARE: Apple: Applesoft, DOS 
3.2 or 3.3 

INSTRUCTIONAL PURPOSE: Enrichment 
INSTRUCTIONAL TECHNIQUES: Tutorial 

DOCUMEN TATION AVAILABLE: In program ~ 
instruction il objectives, prc^rani o{»rating 
instruction s post-test, student's instructions 

IN SrRUC no NAL OBJECTIVES: (STATED) The 
instructional packages are designed to extend and 
supplement basic historical textbook material and 
gei.srate excitement about the subject matter. 

INSTRUCTIONAL PREREQUISITES: None cited. 

CONTENT AND STRUCTURE: Six diskettes and a 
teachers ^ide are designed to a^ist the instructor 



in teaching about the American heritage. The 
microcomputer programs present a series of 
paragraphs that provide basic information about the 
subject. Ccdor graphics aiKl ^times*^ are used to 
enh/xnce the learning experi«ice for A(^le U 
pr<^rams. TRS-80 pn^ams incliKle graphics. 
After several pages of information and gi-aphics, 
questicms are pres^ted. An audio ''rewarcf is giv^ 
for correct answers; for incorrect answers, a 
reinforcing paragraph of informat;:«i is presented. 

ESTIMATED STUDENT TIME REQUIRED: 30 
minutes per diskette (6 diskettes in package) 

POTENTL\L USES: Grades 5 through 8, or low 
level high school students. Extra material for 
writing reports. 

MAJOR STRENGTHS: Information was accurale 
and concise. The simple maps were helpfuL No 
time limit on reading or answering questions was 
good. 

MAJOR WEAKNESSES: Too much time was wasted 
cm graphics (displays). Objectives need to be 
s ^ed n(H*e clearly. Little interaction was used. 
The computer still says good when students mi^ all 
or most of the answersl All of the quest i<»is were 
factsl V more inter[H*etation and inference 
questions. 

OTHER COMMENTS: This program was a straight 
read-and-*answer*t he- fact-quest ions program 
could be improved by a variety of question typest 
also by adding a slmulaticKi type of game to the 
program. Have the sttKlents take the trips, do the 
exploring, etc. (simulation). 
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Contrnt it^ accuratr. 
i'ontrnt ha^ ^duLattonal value 



I C ontent ih frrr cif ftiere<>iv|ie^. 
Puri^i^ of pa<.kajcc in writ drf inrii. 
Packai^r achkvc^ Jrfin eU purpo»«. 
I ontrnt pretcniafion ift clear and lufcUaf. 
Difficultv level is appnipriatc to auiltence. 
iffaphic^^sou ml /color are used app<^H^f^<itel¥. 
\J%c i4 pai'kaipe is ntotivarional. 
Student creattvitv is effectively Mimutatcd. . 
Ftredhack i% effectively employed. _J 
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Learner 4.ontroi% rate and w%juemr 
Instrmfion mtegrate^^ \^ith prior learning 
I earning can be generalized 
I'ht sttpp4frt materMls comprehenMve 
i:%er %upfM«rt materiah are effective. 
Information dt»pl<>v^ rffeitive 



f eachei% can employ package ra^ifv 
Computer canahilttteii are xxstA appropriated 
Pritgram \s reliable in mirnial u*>e 



E valuators indicated that they would use or 
recommend ust? of this pr<^am with little or no 
change. 



Summary: Scale from 1 (Low) lo 
- 4, Instructional (Characteristics 
Characteristics - 3. 



^ (Hifffj). Content 
- Technical 
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This et^iiiatiun \% hioed on ifir rtialtmlfimft o/ t^rre or mcirr rr« fru^ri^ 
ttho art rr|>rr*rntaiirr o/ potenitoi vMf% n/ ffce cutirseiifire p^k^, 

Prrmiiiion to Ttpvwivk<t %h%% documeni is hereby gnsnfrd 



H 

micri^IFT COURSEWAF^ EVALUATION 



The Market Place 



VERSION: U\ 



PRODUCERj 



MECC PidsUeations 
25? 0 ft'Oftdway tfrive 
Uuderctele, MN 55113 

EVALUATION COMPLETED; April. 1983 by the staff 
and coi»tituents of LinirBmton ESD, Albany, Or^on, 
and the staff of Northwest Regional Educational 
Laboratory, Portland, Oregon. 

COST: $36.00 

ABILITY LEVEL: Grades 3 through 8 
SUBJECT: Ecmwmies 
TOPia Marketing 

MEDIUM OF TEANSFER: S-1/4 in. flexible disk 
REQUIRED HARDWARE: Atari 400 or 800 computer^ 
one Atari 810 disk drive, monitor 
REQUIRED SOFTWARE: Atari BASIC <»rtric)ge 
INSTRUCTIONAL PURPOSE: EmiehBi^t 
INSTRUCTIONAL TECHNIQUES: Emulation, game 

DOCU ME NTATIO K A VAlLASLE: In program - program 
operatii« instructions and students instructions, &i 
supplementary materials — miggssted grwie/abUity 
leveUs), instructional objectives, prer«|uisite ridUs or 
activities, sample pn^ram output, program operating 
instnictions, t<«ch«^ Lnf (Mrmation, stu(toit% instruetimis, 
student worksheet and follow-t^ activities. 

INSTRUCTIONAL OBJECTIVES* (STATED) To define 
and understand proHt, adv«tteing, assets, inventwy, 
production si4>ply and demand. To (tetwmiitt the 
relaticM^hip betwe«i si^^ly and (temand, i»o<hwti(Hi prl<» 
and acWertising. To estimate, con^iare and determine cost. 

INSTRUCTIONAL PREREQUBITES* (STATED) Some 
knowle(^e of ttw definitions of the words price, pitrfit, 
advertisii«, expenses, assets, inventory and supply and 
demand. 



EVALUATION SUMMARY 



CONTENT AND STRUCTURE: This package contairis 
four simulation programs on the t<H>ic of economics. 
Below is a short description of ea(^ program. SELL 
APPLES is a simulation involving findir« the "best pice" 
for a product. SELL PLANTS is a simulaUm on the 
effect (rf advertbii^ on sales and profit. SELL 
LEMONADE is a ^ulation that determines profit based 
on (Mtiduetictfi and adv^ising cost. SELL BICYCLE is a 
sin)ulatio)i on tim mmaging of a bteycle company 
(teterminii^ proch^tim level, advertteii^ tMK^t, and 
selling price. 

POTENTIAL USE& This i»ck8ge is most appropriately 
i»ed for ^i<^ment with taidividhial stuctents and with 
gnx^ sttKtents. U could be ie»d in eonnima- 
ecfawatim dasMs, busdnest math elasso, ecom»ni<» 
classes, or social studies class. The skills developed by 
the use of the package are: problem solving, critical 
thinkii^, grot9 deci^(m makiiv, and graph and chsart 
int»{»'etation. 

MAJOR STRENGTHS: The package contains four 
exceai«mt simulations that can be used with individual 
stw^ts or with groups of students. Use of the ps^cage 
is motiwtii^ to students and the <k>cum«itation is 
exteisive. The fee<&ack from the i^ograms develc^ and 
clarify vfurioid ectmomic coiieepts. 

MAJOR WEAK NEISES: The simulations are probacy less 
relevant to urban mincrities ami could be improved by 
using a gr«itar variety of goocte or situatims. An error 
me»ape occurred while using the ^ekage. 

Accwdii^ to the prodwser, these pnHslems eidst whoi ttm 
program is run on the newer Atari's. These pnAlems 
h ve been corected in Vasiai 2.1. 

OTHER COMMENTS: The students need some prior 
discussion about the ccarniepts of supply and demand, 
production, price, estimate and others, before they can 
achieve success. 



SA A D SDNA 




SA A D SD 


NA 
















• 










LoHturr controto mte aiui Aeqwnce. 












C^uem ii» cduo^kmal vakie. 












ImiwtiM fmcgrmn with prkMr teanufig. 
Lnrmng can be geneiBliml. 


• 










Cmicmt Iffm trf sicrcmvpci. 
Ptttpote irf packftgr b well ikAncd. 












User Hipp«>rt raatcriato are CTmprehemive. 




— ! 








Pmckmwt mchkcw defined purpose. 


• 










Ufer iupport matertato are effective. 













Cimicm prcMmatira to ekemr mi b^ical. 












Information dtoplay* are effective. 












DtfBcub? Ic^ to ^f^0pTiM u> ai^ten^. 












Uteri can iterate and iiutepenckmlv. 












Grftphteiteiiiiid/eok^ are «Md wp\ rcpr^^v- 












Tcachcffv can csniHov packafe eMily. 












Ute pf packi^ ; » af^imioml. 












Cm^Nitef cafiabillbeft are «md ^yproprtetelv. 


— 










S^ident cfoittiritv to cflecdTdv stimibud* 






• 






Program to reliable in nmnal 


• 










Fecf&Kk to efiectiwtY am>ioycd. 







Evaluators indicated that they would use or recommend use of this package with little or no cliange. 
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ThiM ewluoliofi 15 tesed on the evaiuaiions of three or more revieu^crs 
who are repreMenmi^e of potentml users of ihe cour^ware piackoi^* 

Permumon to rrprodiice thu document u hereby grunted. 



